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Were the Apostles Mistaken ? 

It is becoming generally known and con- 
ceded, that the apostles expected and taught 
that Christ would come the second time, and 
judge the quick and dead, within their own 
lite-time. If he did not come, as the popular 
theologians teach, it is manifest that the apos- 
tles entertained and promulgated a monstrous 
error, and are to be classed with the Millerites 
as the dupes and disseminators of a false pro- 
phecy. The inevitable alternative before the 
religious world is this: either it must be ad- 
mitted that the Second Advent did take place 
at the close of the Jewish dispensation, or the 
credit of the apostles for inspiration, and even 
common diseretion and honesty, must be given 
to the winds. An attempt will doubtless be 
made to evade this alternative by softening and 
apologizing for the alleged mistake of the first 
followers of Christ. But no apology can pos- 
sibly be framed for them, which would not be 
equally good for such false prophets as Miller ; 
and no thinking person could trust any part of 
their testimony as inspired, after finding them 
guilty of false witness in relation to a matter so 
important as the second advent. Their testi- 
mony on this subject is inextricably interwoven 
with the whole web of the New Testament ; 
and if they spose at random here, nobody can 
tell where they spoke by inspiration. 

That our readers may sce the best and the 
worst of the ease which is made for the apostles 
by those who are beginning to teach that they 
were in a mistake about the second advent, we 
will present an extract froma work on the 
Resurrection, by Prof. Bush, (pubtished in 
1844,) in which, after unequivocally charging 
error upon them, he undertakes to ‘ trammel 
up the consequence.’ In his remarks on the 
language of Paul in 1 Cor. 15: 50—53, ‘We 
shali not all sleep,’ &e., he assumes that the 
apostle erroneously imagined that the resurree- 
tion was very near, cites with apparent appro- 
bation the sarcastic paragraph from Gibbon 
mistake, (which we presented 
in 2 late article on ‘Karly views of the Second 
Coming,’) and adduces the testimony of Dr. 
Watts to the fact that ‘the Christians of the 
first age did generally expect the second com- 
ing of Christ to judgment, and the resurrection 
of the dead, in that very age wherein it was 
foretold.’ He then proceeds as follows: 

“'f) all this we are aware it may be objected, 
that it impugns the inspiration and infallibility 
of the sacred writers. If they labored under 
a misiake on this point, how can they be said 
to have been prompted by the unerring guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit? And if they have 
mistaken tle mind of the Spirit in regard to 
the doctrine of the second advent, why may 
they not have mistaken it on other doctrines, 
and thus the church be left without an infallible 
standard of trath ? 

“ To the objection thus urged we reply, that 
it Joes not present a fair issue. The question 
is not whether the apostles have erroneously 
repres:nted any doctrine which they were in- 
spired to deliver, but how far their inspiration 
ertende!. ho sacred writers were made the 


relating to this 


lations—revelations lying entirely without the 
‘compass of their own unassisted faculties.— 
| These revelations they must be admitted to 
j have correctly and infallibly reported. In the 
jnature of the case it could not be otherwise. 
The revelations were not their own—were not 
the product of their own intelligence, nor re- 
quired, in fact, their own cognizance. They 
were the instruments through which the spirit 
of God spake, and we know not how to con- 
ceive the possibility of a mistake unless the 
Spirit himself were mistaken, which it is blas- 
phemy to suppose. So far then as the revela- 
tions were concerned, the apostles must of 
course be considered as having spoken with 
absolute inerrancy. But these revelations, as 
made to the sacred writers, did not include 
every thing: they did not even include every 
thing connected with them, as for instance the 
attribute of time. There are cases, indeed, 
where the time of certain events forms the 
special subject-matter of the revelation and the 
record ; but in numerous instances the event 
was revealed without any intimation of the 
time. So also of the precise manner of the 
accomplishment. This did not always enter 
into the material of the announcements which 
they were prompted to utter. Accordingly, 
we learn that the prophets ‘inquired and search- 
ed diligently what or what manner of time, the 
spirit which was in them did signify when it 
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, 
and the glory that should follow.’ Now it is 
easy to understand that they may have infallibly 
reported all that was actually revealed to them 
or through them, and yet they may not have 
been infallible in the construction which they 
may have put upon the concomitant circum- 
stances of the matters that they were to make 
known. Otherwise, what occasion was there 
for the ‘diligent search’ which their spirits were 
prompted to accomplish? Acting as the organs 
of certain divine communications, it would be 
natural that they should exercise their thoughts 
upon the themes that thus expressed them- 
selves through them. But the judgments which 
they personally formed on these disclosures, 
being distinct from the truths themselves, may 
not have been free from error, simply for the 
reason, that they did not come really within the 
scope of their inspiration. The mind of the 
Spirit is one thing, and their personal view of 
its meaning is another ; and it is very conceiva- 
ble that we, from having more ample data, 
may be better able to judge of this meaning 
than they were. Who can doubt that John 
the Baptist was better able to understand 
[saiah’s or David’s lauyuage respecting the first 
coming of Christ, thau were Isaiah or David 
themselves? We contend therefore, that it 
does not truly detract fium Paul’s claim to in- 
spiration that he should not have understood 
what was not revealed, or that he shonld have 
so stated what was revealed as to evince that 
he had in some respects mistaken its true pur- 
»ort—that he should have put upon it a sense 
which we now know to be erroneous. This he 
may have done, and siJl leave the main an- 
nouncement in its full integrity.— Bush on the 
Resurrection. 

In confirmation of these views, Prof. Bush 
cites the following from the commentary of Dr. 
Barnes on 1 Cor, 15: 50—53.—‘ We shall not 
all sleep,’ &e. : 

* T do not know that the proper doctrine of in- 
spiration suffers, if we admit that the apostles 
were ignorant of the exact time when the world 
would close ; or even that in regard to the precise 
period when that would take place, they might 
be in error. The following considerations may 
be suggested on this subject, showing that the 
claim to inspiration did not extend to the knowl- 
edge of this fuet. (1) They were not omnis- 
cient: and there is no more absurdity in sup- 
posing that they were ignorant on ¢his subject 
than in regard to any other. Inspiration exten- 
ded to the order of future events, and not to the 
times. ‘There isin the scriptures no statement 
of the time when the world would close. (2) 
Future events were made to pass before the 
miud of the prophets, as an a landscape. The 
order of the images may be distinctly marked, 
but the times may not be designated. And even 
events which may occur in fact at different 
periods, may in vision appear to be near each 
other ; as ina landscape, objects which are in 
tact separated by distant intervals, like the ridy- 
es of a mountain, may appear to lie close to 
each other. (3) The Savior expressly said, that 
it was not designed that they should know when 





subjects, or rather the organs, of special reve- 


future events would occur. Thus, after his 


resurrection, in answer to an inquiry whether 
he then would restore the kingdom to Israel, 


=~ 


he said, (Acts 1: 7,) ‘Itis not for you to 
know the times or the seasons which the Fath- 
er hath put in his own power.’ The Savior 
said that even he himself, as man, was ignorant 
in regard to the exact time in which future 
events would occur. ‘ But of that day and 
that hour, knoweth no man, no, not the angels 
which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father.’ Mark 13:32. (4) The apostles were 
in fact ignorant and mistaken in regard to, at 
least, the time of the oceurrence of one future 
event, the death of John. Jno. 21: 23. There 
is, therefore, no departure from the proper doe- 
trine of inspiration, in supposing that the apos- 
tles were not inspired on these subjects, and 
that they might be ignorant like others. The 
proper order of events they state truly and 
exactly ; the exact time, God did not, for wise 
reasons, intend to make known.”—Barnes? 
Commentary. 

These arguments make a false issue. The 
true point of difficulty in the ease is entirely 
evaded, both by Mr. Bush and by Mr. Barnes. 
The question is not simply ‘how far the inspi- 
ration of the apostles extended,’ or whether 
they might not have been ignorant in regard to 
such a point as the time of the second advent, 
consistently with the integrity of their authovity 
as inspired teachers. We freely admit that 
they were not omniscient; that their inspira- 
tion was limited; that they were ignorant on 
many points. But the true questions are 
these: Did they go beyond the limits of their 
inspiration in their testimony? Did they speak 
of things which they understood not, and re- 
cord their random testimony as the word of 
God? Did they bequeath to the church a 
New Testament tainted with falsehood? If 
they did, how are we to discriminate between 
the true and the false parts of their testimony, 
and how ean we trust them as honest and safe 
guides of faith? It is quite admissible that 
they were ignorant on any given point ; but it 
is not admissible that, being ignorant, they 
should dogmatize and utter falsehoods as the 
word of God on that point, and still be regar- 
ded as oracles of inspiration, or even good men. 
‘A fool, when he holds his peace is counted 
wise? If the apostles had no revelation in 
regard to the time of the Second Coming, as 
discreet and honest men they would have held 
their peace on that subject, and their testimo- 
ny on other subjects in respect to which they 
had revelations, would not have been disered- 
ited. 
court should be omniscient, in order that his 
affirmations may be received as truth. But it 
is necessary that he should confine his testi- 
mony to what he knows. If he ventures beyond 
his knowledge, into conjectures, and utters, 
under osth, as truth, statements about matters 
of which he is ignorant, the discovery of the 
falsehood of those statements vitiates his whole 
testimony and exposes him to the penalties of per- 
jury. This is the position in which Messrs. Bush 
and Barnes place the apostles. The ‘mistake’ 
which they charge upon them is not mere igno- 
rance or private misapprehension, but presump- 
tuous public affirmation on a point about which 
they knew nothing,——conjectural and false tes- 
timony before the highest court in the universe, 


it is not necessary that a witness in 


and under circumstances which impose stronger 
obligations of cautious veracity, than those of 
Stand- 
ing before men and angels as the aceredited 
witnesses of God, they had not honesty and 


any oath required by human tribunals. 


discretion enough, according to Messrs. Bush 
and Barnes, to hold their peace where they were 
ignorant, but like the Milterites, incontinently 
proclaimed—‘ The Lord is at hand’—‘ The 
Judge standcth at the door,’ when in fact the 
second advent was thousands of years distant, 
and left en record in the midst of their testi- 
mony to all gencrations, a monstrous falsehood, 
fitted to nullify, by its ultimate detection, their 





whole claim of inspiraticn, 


The case is not relieved by appealing to the 
fact that the ‘prophets [of the Old Testa- 
ment] inquired and searched diligently what 
or what manner of time the spirit which was 
in them did signify, when it testified before- 
hand the sufferings of Christ and the glory that 
should follow.’ This fact indicates nothing 
like the presumption which Mr. B. imputes to 
the apostles, but the contrary—a cautious, 
pains-taking veracity. It is not hinted, and it 
is not true, that those prophets, in the excess 
of their curiosity and self-confidence, pitched 
upon some random theory about the time of 
Christ’s advent, and proclaimed it in eonnec- 
tion with their revelations, as God’s verity. 
They ‘énguired and searched diligently ;? and if 
the apostles had done no more than this, their 
credit would not have suffered, even though 
their seareh had been fruitless. But accordiug 
to Mr. B’s doctrine, they went further, or rath- 
er took an opposite course. Instead of content- 
ing themselves with inquiring and searching 
diligently for the time of the second advent, 
they fell to dogmatizing and prophesying about 
it, and printed their foolish mistake of two thou- 
sand years on the front of the New Testament. 

Nor does Mr. Barnes’ suggestion that ‘the 
apostles were in fact ignorant and mistaken in 
regard to the death of John,’ relieve the case 





at all. In the first place, it is not asserted in 
John 21: 23, and it is not certain from any oth- 
er evidence, that they were mistaken in suppos- 
ing that John would never die. We have never 
found any reason for placing confidence in the 
church-traditions about his death. They eontra- 
dict each other. The fact that he lived certainly 
till very near the time appointed for the Second 
Advent, indicates to us that he did notsleep, but 
was changed. But, secondly, admitting that he 
did die, the mistake of the apostles in regard to 
the matter, is not at all parallel to their alleged 
false testimony concerning the time of the 
Second Coming ; for it occurred before they 
received the Spirit of truth—before they were 
sent on their missions as the representatives of 
Christ—long before they undertook to add their 
writings to the seriptures. That mistake is 
not an important doctrine, incorporated with 
their ultimate apostolic testimony, but a fact in 
the history of their spiritual minority. The 
record of it no more loosens the foundations 
of their subsequent authority as inspired and 
infallible writers, than does the reeord of their 
strife who should be greatest, or of their aban- 
donment of Christ at the cross. But their 
supposed mistake about the time of the Second 
Coming, is part and pareel of their final, de- 
liberate, official testimony, and cannot be sepa- 
rated from their doctrinal system without de- 
stroying its whole texture. If they were de- 
luded on this point, they were deluded, not as 
raw disciples, but as mature apostles; and the 
delusion clung to them to the last. At the 
very elose of John’s earthly career, when ‘ the 
darkness was past and the true light shone’ up- 
on him ; when he saw and testified that ‘God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all,’ and 
that ‘ whoever says he has fellowship with him 
and waiketh in darkness, is a liar ;? when he 
distinctly professed to declare to believers only 
that which he ‘had seen and heard ;;—even 
THEN he announced in the most positive and 
solemn manner the near approach of the Second 
Advent. ‘ Little children,’ said he, ‘ it is the 
LAST HoUR; and as ye have heard that anti- 
christ shall come, even now are there many 
antichrists ; whereby we KNow that 2t is the last 
Avur.? 1 John 2: 18. Messrs. Bush and Barnes 
would have us place this announcement on -a 
par with the ‘ last warnings’ issued by Himes 
and Storrs just before ‘the tenth day of the 
seventh month ;’ and yet they profess not to 
impugn the inspiration of the apostles! 





Indeed the case would be no better, but 
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rather worse, if genuine examples of false 
doctrine could be found in the New Testament, 
to render the mistake about the Second Com- 
Such discoveries would be no 
apology for that mistake, but would simply go 
to discredit the whole book. If it is true, as 
Mr. Bush holds, that the doctrine of the New 
Testament ,is a mixture of divine revelation 
with fallible human judgments, then until some 
method shall be proposed by which we can dis- 
tinguish with certainty between the true and 
the connterfeit bills, the whole mixture ought 
If we are to judge by the 


ing probable. 


to be distrusted. 
‘mistake’ now before us, we must conclude 
that the pack of true and false doctrines is 
completely shufiled, so that it is impossible for 
any human understanding to discern between 
them. When the apostles say, ‘The Lord is 
at hand’-——‘ The Judge standeth at the door’ 
—‘ Little children it is the last hour,’—they 
give us no signal, by which we may know that 
these announcements are personal judgments. 
If we feel at liberty to pronounce them such, 
we may just as well place their doctrines of the 
incarnation and the atonement under the same 
sentence. And then the Bible becomes, what 
the neologists would have it, a mere plaything 
for critics. This isthe gulf into which the 
churches, with Messrs. Bush and Barnes at 
their head, must soon plunge, if they persist 
in denying that the second advent took place 
at the destruction of Jerusalem.* 

We repeat, that the mischief in the case is 
not the alleged ignorance of the apostles, but 
the incontinence—the presumption—-the con- 
founding mixture of personal judgments with 
revelations, which is imputed to them. This 
is the head and front of the offense of the 
Millerites. It has been fashionable with some 
who have not been carried away by the Advent- 
mania, to apologise nevertheless for the dupes 
and even the leaders in that monstrous impos- 
ture. The plea that has been urged in their 
favor has been that ‘they are honest in their 
delusion.’ We are very willing to admit this 
plea in extenuation of the folly and guilt of 
the masses who have occupied the secondary 
position of followers in the movement. But 
we are more and more convinced that it is a 
foolish and crue] sort of charity” that extends 
the apology to the /eaders. It is now manifest 
that the men who took upon them the respon- 
sibility of sounding an alarm which has driven 
multitudes to insanity and suicide, arrogantly 
pretended to know what they did not know, 
and presumptuously promulgated by argument 
and pretenses of revelation, a foolish falsehood. 
We complain not that they were ignorant in 
regard to the time of the Second Advent, 
(though we can hardly conceive that any one can 
deliberately study the 24th of Matthew and re- 
main innocently ignorant on the subject,) but, 
that being ignorant, they professed to be wise, 
and stood forth on the witness-stand before 
heaven and earth, under a virtual oath of ve- 
racity, with a random testimony in their mouths, 
pledging the word of God fora lie. For this 
we have called them, and still call them, m- 
postors. And if Mr. Bush’s imputation of 
false testimony to the apostles were proved true, 
we should be obliged for the same reason to 
cal them impostors. 

We demand, on behalf of the apostles, the 
benefit of the good rule of law that ‘ every man 
shall be held. innocent till he is proved guilty.’ 
Before consenting to turn them in with the 
Millerites, we claim the right to inspect the 
grounds on which they are charged with the 
mistake which renders the lame apologies of 





*It deserves to be noted that this prediction was 
speedily fulfilled in the case of Prof. Bush. A few 
months after this article was written, (in 1844,) he 
plunged from the high position which he had gained 
as a disciple and interpreter of the Bible, into Swe- 
denborgianism—a system which pronounces one half 
of the Bible apocryphal, and makes a ‘ nose of wax’ 
of the rest. It is curious also to observe that after 
rejecting the apostles’ doctrine of the the Second 
Coming, because no advent appeared to worldly eyes 
in A. D. 70, he went away and forthwith swallowed 
Swedenborg’s doctrine on the same subject—which 
avers that the Second Coming was a transaction in 
the spiritual worid, and took place in A. D. 1757, 
unperceived by worldly eyes. 


Messrs. Bush and Barnes necessary. How is 
it made certain that Christ did not come the 
second time, and accomplish the first resurrec- 
tion and judgment, within the lifetime of the 
primitive church? ‘* We 
data, says Mr. Bush, ‘and are better able to 


have more ample 
judge of the meaning of the prophecies than 
What 
Have we any new revelation ? 
But ‘we learn from the event,’ 


the apostles were.’ are these ‘ more 
ample data’? 
None at all. 

says Mr. Bush in another passage, ‘ that the 
prophecies which the apostles referred to a 
period within their own lifetime, included a 
vast extent of time.’? Here is the foundation, 
and the only foundation, of the charge of mis- 
take. It is ‘the event? that has proved the 
apostles liars. No external second advent, no 
visible resurrection and judgment, is recorded 
in the writings of worldly historians, as having 
occurred at the close of the Jewish dispensa- 
tion ; ‘ therefore (say the wise men) no advent, 
resurrection or judgment took place at that 
time, and the apostles are convicted of false 
So says the infidel Gibbon; and 
Now if 


we look narrowly at the nature of the advent, 
J , 


prophecy.’ 


so says the devout Bush and Barnes. 


resurrection and judgment which were predic- 
ted and expected by the apostles, we shall see 
that this is a very small foundation for the heavy 
charge which rests upon it. Clirist’s resurree- 
tion was a sample of the resurrection expected 
He was the ‘ first fruits,’ 


and they were to be gathered as the general 


by his followers. 


Was Christ’s resurree- 
tion visible to the world? Was it recorded by 
Mr. Bush himself 


at great length, in the very work from which 


harvest at his coming. 


worldly historians ? argues 
we take the above extract, that Christ arose in 
his spiritual body and only appeared to his dis- 
ciples—not to the world—as angels are seen, 
in vision. If the fact that there was no 
visible, notorious resurrection at the destruc- 


ws 


tion of Jerusalem, is ‘ the event’? which proves 
the expectations of the apostles false, then 
‘the event’ in the case of Christ proves his 
The 
world saw him no more ; and the Jews, among 
whom he died, believe him dead to this day. 


prediction of his own resurrection false. 


The promised second advent was to be kindred 
Christ was to 
Did he 


event 


in its nature to the resurrection. 
come ‘ in like manner as he ascended.’ 

ascend in a material body? Was the 
public? Did worldly historians record it? 
So the judgment was to be of course like the 
resurrection and the advent—a transaction in 
the spiritual world. With such evidence con- 
cerning the nature of the events expected by 
the apostles, what presumption it is to accuse 
them of false prophecy, because there was no 
such physical parade at the period of the de- 
struction of Jerusalem as human traditions 
have connected with the Second Coming and 
the judgment! What folly to make the silence 
of man a ground for impeaching the testimony 
of God! Will Mr. Bush or Mr. Barnes ven- 
ture to assert that Christ did nst come as he 
ascended ?—that there was not a resurrection 
of the dead like his own ?2—that there was not a 


judgment in the resurrection world, at the close 


of the Jewish dispensation ? 
thing about the matter ? 


Do they ‘now any 
Can they know any 
thingabout it, except by either believing the 
predictions of the Bible, or by obtaining a new 
revelation? The charge which they have 
brouglit against the apostles, recoils upon them. 
They are the men that have allowed their speech 
to go beyond their knowledge.—[ Reprint. 





IAP New-York Bay is probably one of the finest 
in the world; and Brooklyn Heights, near our place, 
is the best spot for viewing it. The display of 
shipping at times, forms a very animating specta- 
cle. Last Friday afternoon, itis said, tltere were 
95 vessels, of various sizes, at anchor in the Bay; 
and some thirty or forty at the same time under 
sail. 





7 The latest accounts of the Dauphin ‘ bubble’ 
are contained in the following paragraph from the 
Tribune : 

‘* We are told by one of the parties engaged in 
this investigation, that a letter has been received 
trom a lady at New-Orleans, who states that she is 
the person to whom Belanger made his dying dec- 





laration, in regard to the Dauphin. She is well 


p Baewe to Dr. Hawkes, having been a member of his 
{church when he was settled in New-Orleans. 

| states that she has in her possession a trunk full of 
| documents relating to this question, communications 
| from the royal family, &e., which sets tie matter 
{entirely at rest, and proves the Rev. Mr. Williams 
| to be the Dauphin, beyond cavil. An agent has been 
| sent to New-Orleans, to obtain possession of the doc- 
juments. These facts were stated to us by a gentle- 
man who has been closely connected with this mat- 
'ter from the beginning, and if they are facts, we 
|hope the documents will be hurried up as soon 
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While the Dauphin story of Mr. Williams is puz- 
zling the world, and suggesting the question, ‘ Have 





we a Bourbon among us ?’ there is another problem 
much grander, but quite similar in its analogies, 
that is beginning to urge itself upon public atten- 
tion. What if it should he asked ‘ Have we the 
Primitive Church among us—the Royal Dauphin 
of heaven, now living, and ready to assune its 
kingdom in the world ? 

The case of Mr. Williams’ supposed claim all 
turns upon the question whether the Dauphin died, 
as history reports, or whether he was secretly car- 
The and common 
belief has been that he died; and those who have 
since enjoyed the succession to the French throne 
have been interested of course, to perpetuate that be- 


ried away by friends. tradition 


lief. But evidence is now coming to light that throws 
doubt on the assumptions of history, and in fact goes 
fur to prove that the Dauphin was removed to anoth- 
er country, and is still alive. 

So the common belief and tradition of history has 
been that the first followers of Christ all died; and 
were legitimately succeeded by the ‘ Fathers,’ who 
of course would be specially interested to transmit 
that view of the case. But a carefal examination of 
the documents of that period, shows (as is suspected 
in the case of the Dauphin,) that a prodigious fraud, 
or mistake has been imposed upon the world in re- 
gard to the matter, and that their fate was really 
very different from what has been represented. 

There is abundant evidence in the New Testament 
that the Apostles and primitive church expected a 


deliverance from the prison-state in which they 
were held, within their own lifetime, or in other 
words, expected a translation without death. ‘We 


shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed ; 
‘we which are alive and remain nnto the Coming of 
the Lord, shall be caught up,’ &c. : these were Paul's 
words to the churches, and every where his instruc- 
tions had in view their preparation for the expected 
flight to another world. 

It is equally proved that positive and complete ar- 
rangements were made for carrying out this plan 
immediately after the ‘reign of terror’ connected 
with the destruction of Jerusalem. Christ was to 
come at that period like a ‘ thief in the night,’ or 
like a flash of the summer lightning, which shines 
from the east even unto the west, and then they 
were to be changed and caught away. We have the 
word of God that this advent and translation took 
place at the time appointed. 

History, itis true, makes no note of any such 
event, and neither does it of the Dauphin’s proba- 
ble escape: and for precisely the same reason in 
both cases, viz., because they were both intentional- 
ly secret operations, conducted in a time of great 
terror and confusion. But history is notoriously an 
unreliable, incompetent witness in such eases. It 
may tell a great many things that occur correctly, 
but the deepest and most important things, connec- 
ted with interior diplomacy and personal movement 
are necessarily hid from it, and hence many times it 
is as liable to be wrong as right. Its denial of such 
a fact as the Second Coming, because it did not ap- 
pear on the surface of events, is good for nothing.— 
If history and tradition have been mistaken in re- 
gard to the fate of this young Dauphin, and things 
that occurred at Paris only seventy-five years ago, 
what reliance can be placed on its account of the 
death of the aposiles and the scattered Christians 
who were to be withdrawn at the Second Coming, 
eighteen-hundred years ago? Furthermore, there 
has been the same inducement of interested parties 
—the hierarchies of Christendom which claim to be 
the successors of the apostles—to suppress and con- 
ceal the facts in the case, that there was in the case 
of the French Prince. Of course, if the Catholic 
church, [the Bourbons,] and the Episcopal church, 
[the Orleans family,] are to inherit from the apostles, 
as they claim, they must first make out that the 
apostles are dead. 

But the time hascome for testing human tradi- 
tions and bringing to light things that have been 
covered up. God and Providence keep accurate re- 
cord of facts, if history does not, and there is no- 
thing hid that shall not be revealed. Whether this 


Mr. Williams, the Oneida missionary, turns out to 
be valid or not, it is a significant type of the more 
romantic and history-confounding revelation that 
awaits the world in regard to the Primitive church. 
The nations wil! find their legitimate Sovereign and 





She | 


revelation of the French Dauphin in the person of 


— =. anna 


| their original apostolic priesthood, not dead as they 
have supposed—but living and glorious—ready to 
of 1800 years, The 
truth about the Second Coming is preparing for thig 


‘emerge from the incognito 

event, and as sure 2s it comes it will bring judgment 
and confusion to their pretended ‘successors’ jn 
The true Dauphin will be called 
to the throne by the united loyalty of mankind, and 
the earth will again enjoy its God. 


church and state. 


The Steam Marine of New York. 


The Tribune of Thursday last, has a statement 
| under the above title, mainly made up from a pamph- 
| let recently published hy J. E. Tuel, from which we 
| gather some interesting facts. 

There are two lines of Steamships plying between 
New York and Liverpool, viz., the British, or Cu. 
nard line, consisting of eight ships now in use, with 
a capacity varying from 1,800 to 2,500 tons ; and the 
| United States, or Collins line, numbering four ships 





| of the largest class, having a capacity of 3,000 tong 
each. The British line was established by Mr. Cu- 
nard, in 1838; and the United States line, in 1850, 
| by Edward K. Collins. Both these lines carry the 
| Government Mails, and make semimonthly trips, so 
arranged that a Steamer leaves New York and Liy- 
A part of the Cu- 
j nard line do not come to New York : 
Boston 
for sailing on this line, . 
day from New York, and Sai:rday from Liverpool. 
On the Collins line the reverse ; every alternate Sat- 


erpool respectively every week. 
but connect at 
touch at Halifax 


and The regular days 


very alternate Wednes- 


urday from New York, and Wednesday from Liver- 
pool. The British Company are building an iron 
Steamer called the Persia, said to be the largest in 
the world, its tunnage being 3,100; and also several 
With the addition of this fleet, 
they propose to establish weekly communication on 


iron Screw Steamers. 


this line, between New York and Liverpool, instead 
of semimontlly as at present. 

In addition to these, there are two other Trans-At- 
one of two Steamers between New York 
and Bremen, Germany; the other of the same num- 
ber, between New York and Havre, 


lantic lines ; 


France; both 
There is also 
another line just started between New York and 


lines carrying the Government Mails. 
Glasgow, Scotland, owned in Glasgow. They have 
as yet only one vessel running. 

From the foregoing statement it will be seen, that 
there are seventeen Steamships in all, employed by 
these five Trans-Atlantic Companies. 

In the trade between New York and various ports 
in the Southern States, Charleston, Savannah, Mo- 
bile, New Orleans, Xc., there are seventeen Steam- 
ers, including four Propellers, employed by seven 
different Companies. Most of them make semimonth- 
ly trips; but with the more northern ports, there is 
a weekly line. , 

Between New York, California and Oregon, there 
are five different lines, four by the way of Panama, 
and one by Nicaragua; employing in all forty-one 
Steamships. On ‘ The United States Mail Steamship 
Company’s’ line, a ship leaves New York for Aspin- 
wall every week; and runs in connection with ‘ The 
Pacific Mail Steamship Company,’ on the Pacific side 
—a ship leaving Panama for San Francisco, on the 
arrival from New York ; and vice versa—a ship leay- 
ing Aspinwall for New York on the arrival from San 
Francisco. The transit across the Isthmus is now 
made, by means of the Panama Railroad, in from 18 
to 24 hours; and will he made much quicker when 
the Railroad is completed. Vanderbilt’s line, (ten 
Steamers,) via Nicaragua, make semimonthly depart- 
ures. The route of this Company passes through 
the republic of Nicaragua, from the city of San Juan 
Del Norte, by steamboats, 135 miles up the San 
Juan River, and across Lake Nicaragua; thence by 
horses and mules to San Juan Del Sur, on the Pacif- 
ic, twelve miles distant. 

The total number of Steamships employed by these 
seventeen Companies, including the Trans- Atlantic 
and Southern lines, is 75, with a total tunnage of 
126,000. The business on all these lines is constant- 
ly increasing, and more Steamers being added. 

We may also state in this connection, that a line 
of Steamers has recently been established between 
New York and Australia, via Panama, though it has 
not yet commenced running; and several others 
have been projected in different directions. "One of 
these projects, viz., that of a line from San Fran- 
cisco to Canton, China, was recommended to the last 
Congress, by the Secretary of Navy, as being of great 
importance tothe national interests. It is quite 
probable that such a line will be established during 
the next session of Congress. 

This rapid increase of Ocean Steam Marine, and 
the popular interest in that direction, is one of the 
most interesting features in the movements of the 
time. It tends greatly to the spread of civilization 
and intelligence, by making communication between 
distant countries rapid and frequent; and will do 
much towards lessening the liabilities to war, and 


promoting general good will among the nations. 
A. 





Jaz The Tribune of April 4th, publishes a “ Card 
to the Public,” signed by four leading men at the 
‘Modern Times’ settlement on Long Island, setting 
forth in brief the object of the settlement, the ad- 
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the terms of admission. The object of the settle- 
ment is ‘‘to build a large town, or ‘Equity Village,’ 
upon just and reciprocal principles,” based on the 
philosophy of ‘ Cost the limit of Price,’ and the Sov- 
ereignty of the Individual,’ as set forth in the pub- 
lications of Josiah Warren and 8. P. Andrews. 

In order to effect this object, ‘ several philanthrop- 

ic gentlemen have secured between seven and eight 
hundred acres of land at the center of Long'Island,’ 
and offer it to actual settlers at its original cost as 
wild land; being from $1,50 to $2,00 for a common 
sized village lot, or about $22, per acre. No settler 
can purchase more than three acres. The land se- 
cured can be taken up on these terms about three 
years longer. 
" As to the terms of admission, “no pledges are re- 
quired, and no understanding, implied or expressed, 
is had with the settlers, that they are to live upon 
those principles [i. e. the principies of Warren and 
Andrews] or in any given way. They will be ex- 
pected to do so just so far and no farther than they 
find their interest and their judgment impelling 
them toit. No conditions whatever are imposed ex- 
cept that the candidate for settlement shall receive 
an invitation to become a citizen after forming the 
acquaintance of parties on the ground, by letter or 
visit; in any way, in fine, by which they can be sat- 
isfied that he is a fitting person for such an enter- 
prise.” 

The number of scttlers there at the present time, 
‘all comfortably housed,’ is about seventy. 





The Press--Now and Then. 

‘Evening Advertiser! Full accounts of the 
murder !? was cried by the news-boy through 
the cars in which we had just taken our seat. 
‘Full accounts of the murder’ was reiterated 
as being a great addition to the matter con- 
tained in the paper. ‘This little incident was 
probably only one of a thousand of the same 
kind; and while it indicates the state of the 
public appetite, and the kind of reading set 


before it, it is also an interesting example of 


the omnipresent, pervading influence of the 
Press. 

Here we might naturally inquire if ‘ full ac- 
counts of murders,’ &e., is healthy aliment to 
Is it calculated to build up 
The time 


wil! come when we shall give as much attention 


the ‘inner man ?? 
the soul in righteous: ess and peace ? 


to the matter of providing edifying, healthy 
rea dig, for our souls to feed upon, as we do 
to provide wholesome food for onr bodies, 
Here is a wide field for investigation. Leta 
traveler on our Railroads and Steamboats, 
note the character of the reading matter that 
is so hountifully supplied to the public: and 
how much of it, is devoted to the great interior 
realities of religion? How much of it is cal- 
culated to educate the heart, and promote the 
knowledge of the Lord? 
is purposely designed to fuddle and poison, and 


There is plenty that 


on the other side, we might almost say, nothing. 
On this field the press is principally given up to 
Satan. Folly reigns, and worldliness has its 
own way here. 

A great portion of the citizeus of Brooklyn 
do business in New York city—crossing by the 
Ferry in the morning, and returning at night. 
And you may see almost every other manas he 
enters the Ferry house, get his morning paper, 
which he sits down to read during the passage 
of the boat, with almost as much zest and regu- 
larity, as he sits down to his breakfast. All of 
these dailies are, by profession exclusively de- 
voted to secular matters; and if you should 
ask them, why they do not give some attention 
to religion, they would tell you it is not their 
function: that religion belongs to the clergy, 
and is a Sunday business! That is as much as 
to say, the interests of religion may speak 
through the clergy, in the pulpit, one day in 
the week, and business and pleasure-seeking 
shall speak through the press, on Railroads, 
and Steamboats, at home and abroad, six days 
in the week. 

We believe this is not an exaggerated picture. 
One may say that religion has besides its Sun- 
day preaching, 
books &e. Itis true there is a certain amount 
of this incidental machinery tending to coun- 
tenance and support the pulpit. But has not 
worldliness its ‘ prayer meetings’ and system of 


its prayer meetings, religious 


measures, surrounding and sustaining its press ? 
Here is where the comparison is to be drawn ; 
between the influence exerted by religion 


ness through the press on the other. And 
here is the field on which the victory over evil 
;must be won, or God will be defeated in getting 
| possession of this world. The question is, who 
|shall control the most efficient organ ‘of utter- 
fuses ? The superiority of the press over the 
pulpit, as an organ of communication, is like 
that of speech over dumb show ; and we are 
well satisfied that Christ is more interested to 


of human influence put together. 
Our faith and hope are centered on this issue. 
It is a shame that there is not yet a daily paper 


Jesus Christ.? We need not expect to see the 
tide of evil rolling back, till this vietory is won. 


getting possession of the press and he will cer- 
tainly suceced. How refreshing it will be to 
hear the news-boys erying tidings of good will 
and salvation, instead of murders, accidents and 
crimes! Such a time will surely come, in our 
streets, and on our railroads. Then will be 
fulfilled the glorious prophecy contained in the 
11th chapter of Tsaiah :— 


“There shall come forth a rod out of the 


his roots: And the spirit of the Lord shall rest 
upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understand- 
ing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord ; and 
shall make him of quick understanding in the 
fear of the Lord: and he shall not judge after 
the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the 
hearing of his ears ; but with righteousness shall 
he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for 
the meek ot the earth; and he shall smite the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And 
righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, 
and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. The 
wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and 
the young lion, and the fatling together ; anda 
little child shall lead them. And the cow and 
the bear shall feed: their young ones shall lie 
down together; and the lion shall eat straw 
like an ox. And the sucking child shall play 
ou the hole of the asp, and the weaned child 
shall put his hand on the cockatrice’s den, They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun- 
tain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the ‘Lord, as the walters cover the sea.” 

If that does not mean that Christ 


shall get possession of the dat/y press, what 


Query. 
does it mean? How can the carth be purified 
and purged ‘with the rod of his mouth, and with 
the breath of his lips??—and how can the earth 
be filled with ‘ the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea,’ in any other way than 
through the press ? E. H. i. 





[The following narrative appearing in the corres- 
pondence of the Home Journal, was read with in- 
terest in our evening circle, and is worth circula- 
ting.] 

A Christian Factory. 

Messrs. Eprrors :—Since the greater part 
of mankind sustain the relation of employer, or 
of employed, or both, how important it is, 
that, with regard to those relations, proper 
ideas and practices should prevail. Therefore 
am I moved to relate the following circumstan- 
ces, condensing the story from recent English 
publications :— 

Tn that part of London which is called Vaux- 
hall; there has been, for some years, a large 
joint-stock manufactory of candles, giving em- 
ployment to several hundred hands, The es- 


amanager——Mr. J ames Witson—who receives 
asalary ofa thousand pounds sterling per an- 
num and who exercises the same authority over 
the persons employed, as though he were the 
sole proprictor. Until the year 1847, this 
factory was conducted on the usual principles ; 
the connexion between master and man being 
merely buyer and seller of labor. The only 
fact | know respecting the history of Mr. 
James Wilson,--previous to the year just 
named, is this—-he had read Stanley’s Life of 
Dr. Arnold! 

A large proportion of the hands in this fac- 
tory were boys—ignorant boys of the London 
streets—-most of them unable to read and write 
—most of them barbarians and heathen. Such 
they were; but are not. In the year 1847, a 
few boys, in one of the departments, formed 
the habit, voluntarily, of remaining an hour or 
two in the factory, after working hours, to 





practice writing on such pieces of paper, and 


get control of the press, than of all other modes | 


in this world, devoted to ‘ the Sovereignty of | tact, perseverance and success, that the cir- 


We believe that God has begun the work of 


stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of 


tablishment is under the immediate control of 





vantages it offers to laboring men and women, and | through the pu/pit on one hand; and worldli-|with such worn out pens, as they could beg 


from the clerks in the counting-room. It is 
| probable they were induced to do this from 
i having observed that the desirable posts in the 
| factory were assigned to the best instructed, 
j and that, in particular, an inability to read and | 
| write was an insuperable barto promotion. At 
first, the boys used to ‘ hide behind a bench,’ 
| while they prosecuted their studies; but, en- 
| couraged soon by the foreman of their depart- | 
iment, and joined by other boys, they were 
provided with some rough desks, and permitted 
to clear out 2 room in which to hold their vol- 
untary school. This singular school was ob- 
iserved by Mr. Wilson and his brother, an 
assistant in the managment of the factory, and 


| A : 
| was turned to account by them with such skill, 


| cumstance, trifling as it may appear, we believe 
| will, one day, come to be regarded as forming 
‘an era in the history of England. | 

The brothers, at first, assisted the boys only | 
as far as to offer a few prizes for those who 
made the greatest proficiency; as they were, 
above all, desirous of preserving the voluntary 
character of the effort. Afterwards, the chief 
manager was always present, but took no part 
in the exercises exeept to‘ hear the boys their 
spelling.’ In a few months the number of at- 
tendants had increased to thirty, when the man- 
ager caused a room in another part of the fac- 
tory to be cleared, provided with suitable fur- 
niture, and set apart expressly and permanently 
for the tri-weekly school. This expense as 
well as others which I shall refer to ina mo- 
ment, was borne by the manager himself, the 
directors not even being aware of what he was 
doing. It was in the winter of 1848 that the 
boys got into their new room, which was large 
enough to accommodatea hundred. Their ef- 
forts, however, continued to be strictly volun- 
tary—the very prayers with which they opened 
and closed the school, being read by one of 
their own body. Very soon, this room too be- 
came over-crowded ; another apartment was ad- 
ded ; these became insufficient ; an unoecupied 
railway arch in the neighborhood was fitted up ; 
and then the progress ofthe school beeame still 
more rapid, until, in 1851, it contained five 
hundred and twelve pupils, with a prospect of 
its soon reaching six hundred. ‘This grand 
result was brought about by no compulsion, by 
no improper stimulus, by no demoralizing 
inducements, but was owing solely to the skill 
and humanity with which Mr. James Wilson 
and his brother directed the inclination to se/f- 
improvement, which their distribution of factory 
honors had origi lly excited, 

But this is not all, nor half, of the Messrs. 
Wilson’s achievements. No man, with Dr. 
Arnold’s life in his heart, could be satisfied 
with these results, great and wonderful as they 
were. The moral elevation of factory em- 
ployees was the end, wh 
above hinted at, they sought to attain. Hence, 
the desire to keep the movement voluntary, 
to make the improvement of each individual a 
result of an inward impulse—-an impulse which 
they strove in a hundred ways to awaken, keep 
alive and strengthen. They felt, and justly, 
that it was asking a great deal of boys and 
girls to remain two hours every other evening 
at the factory, after along day’s work, and 
when the inducements to pelasure were numer- 
ous and very tempting. ‘They therefore cndeav- 
ored, as far as possible, to associate the duties 
of the school with enjoyment. Several timesa 
year, they gave tea-parties, in the school-room 
to all the scholars, which were occasions not 
only of rare delight, but of improvement also ; 
since all their youthful guests came in their 
best clothes and in their best behaviour.— 
Along with their buns and their bread and but- 
ter, they took valuable lessons in the beautiful 
art of being agreeable. The next step was to 
teach the boys cricket. Mr. James Wilson 
procured the privilege of using for this pur- 
pose an adjacent field, and during the four sum- 
mer months he played cricket with the boys 
three times a week, employing the other three 
as usual, in the duties of the school. What 
admirable sclf-devotion! At the conclusion of 
every evening’s cricket, the glowing players as- 
sembled in a corner of the field, removed their 
caps, and joined with their noble chief in say- 
ing a short collect. The fervent tone in which 
they pronounced the Amen, at the conclusion 
of the prayer, convinced him they derived as 
much moral advantage from an evening’s sport, 
as from an evening’s school. 

Ere iong, the men of the factory were com- 
prehended in Mr. Wilson’s schemes. They 
were invited to use the school-rooms, and the 
cricket-ground on the alternate evenings; and 
to a great extent, they availed themselves of 
the privilege. Then a morning-school was ad- 
ded, for the benefit of those who were employ- 
ed at night work. By-and-by a chaplain was 
engaged to take upon himself the principal 
charge of all the schools, to read prayers morn- 
ing and evening, and to officiate on Sundays. 


te 











A chapel was built, the school-rooms were im - 
proved, other features were added to the sys- 
tem; and the factory now presents the spec- 
acle—unique and sublime !—of more than a 
thousand people working together during the 
hours of labor, for the sustenance of their bod- 
ies, and striving together, during the period of 
recreation, for the nourishment of their souls ; 
and in both, under the comman? and guidance 
of the same individual. Every year, the whole 
band—about 1,200 in number—have ‘‘a day 
of it?’ in the country. A special train whirls 
them, in an hour or two, many miles beyond 
the smoke and noise of London, into the strange 
quiet and profound beauty of rural England. 
They play cricket and ramble around till the 
middle of the day, when they repair to the 
parish church, and chant part of the service. 
After a day of enjoyment, such as we cannot 
so much as iragine, they return to town.— 
One of these happy days, they were invited, 
by the Bishop of Winchester, to spend at Farn- 
ham Castle, a beautiful residence, a few miles 
from the city. The Bishop and his family 
mingled frequently with the merry cardlema- 
kers, who in theirturn, freely ranged over the 
park, garden and palace, enjoying everything, 
injuring nothing. 

The effects of this mode of treatment are of 
two kinds. It affects the candlemakers and 
it affects the candles. The former it trans- 
forms into kindly, intelligent, trusteecrthy men, 
happy at home, peaceful abroad, efficient at 
work. They are rendered safe citizens, friends 
of order, promoters of whatever is good. The 
candles, moreover, on this system, are rendered, 
indisputably, the best inthe market. The fin- 
gers which make them are more dexterous,when 
guided by an intelligent mind; and thoughtful 
boys can be trusted with tasks which are usually 
assigned to men. In every way the system 
works well. So satisfied of this are the diree- 
tors, that they have undertaken, unsolicited, 
the whole expense of the school and the chapel, 
and have (though in vain) pressed Mr. Wi'son 
to allow them to ve-imburse all he has expended. 
from the beginning of his enterprise. The 
Vauxhall factory schools are now the theme of 
general admiration in Hngland. They will be 
imitated. They must be imitated ; for no one 
can read Mr. Wilson’s modest and graphic his- 
tory of them, without feelings of rapturous ad- 
miration, without desires the most vehement to 
‘oo and do likewise.” Kenvr. 

The foregoing story is quite entertaining and in- 
To see that liti’s tiny spring of self-im- 
provement bubbling up in tl: minds of those ob- 
scure, untaught working boys, and the way it was 
judiciously favored by their kind overseer, is truly 


, 


structive. 


It is a case that touches our sympathies 
at several points. In the first place, the voluntary 
character of the effort, the fact that it was all an 
affair of appetite and attraction with the boys, that 
it originated in a desire for se?7f-improvement, and 
was almost wholly the growth of that spirit and not 
the artificial construction of philanthropists, gives 
itacharm to us. Then its community character, 
its including all ages, and its combination of study 
with sport, are all features pertaining to the school 
of Christ. The danger in respect to this movement 
at present, is, that the notice and patronage which 
it is attracting will spoil it—that all whe try to 
help, will not be so wise as Mr, Wilson, in short, that 


edifying. 


its voluntary character will be sacrificed, which will 
be its ruin. Just as sure as it ceases to be sustained 
by the vital stimulus of self-improvement and be- 
comes the foster child of outside benevolence and of- 
ficiousness, it will lose its virtue. It is absurd to 
think of imitating this movement only as a living 
spring can be struck like the first. Any thing to be 
an imitation must have its origin in a genuine spirit 
of self-improvement, and not in the lust for teaching 
and patronizing. a. c. 





Christ our Pattern. 


The child-like spirit is fond of imitating 
others ; and tie right kind of imitation is that 
which is inspired by veneration, a faculty that 
is very early developed in children. The de- 
praved action of imitation, which takes place 
where veneration is inactive or suppressed, 
may be seen every day, in a multitude of in- 
stances. Pass through the streets of a city, 
and and you will see at almost every turn, boys 
aping the actions of an older class—copying the 
manners, perhaps of fops or rowdies. But the 
healthy exercise of imitation is seen in the case 
of children who, from the influence of true ven- 
eration, love to do those things which they see 
done by their parents and others whom they 
respect. Accordingly we find that God kas 
made great use of this faculty in educating man- 
kind. He raised up men in former dispensa- 
tions, to be examples of faith and obedience, 
that others might Icarn from them. (See a 
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list of such examples described in the 11th 
chapter of Hebrews.) And then, in sending 
his own Son into the world, for the redemption 
of man, God has set forth in him a perfect 
model of righteousness and spiritual beauty, 
thus giving us ‘an example, that we should 
follow his, steps.’ 

The great example that Christ himse)f fol- 
lowed was, as he declared, the Father. He 
said, ‘The Son can do nothing of himself, but 
what he seeth the Father do: for what things 
soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son like- 
wise. For the Father loveth the Son, and 
sheweth him all things that himself doeth.’— 
Again, ‘I can of mine own self do nothing: 
as I hear I judge,’ &e. John 5: 19, 20, 30. 

As Christ was in his character and works, 
conformed to the likeness of the Father, so he 
is himself the perfect pattern to which all who 
receive him are to be conformed. This ap- 
pears from such scripture as the following :—- 
‘ Whom he did foreknow, he also did predes- 
tinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
that he might be the first born among many 
brethren.’ Rom. 8: 24.—‘ We all, with open 
face beholding as in a glass the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the same image from 
glory to glory.’ 2 Cor. 3: 18.—‘We know 
that when he shall appear, we shall be trike 
nim; for we shall see him as he is. And eve- 
ry man that hath this hope in him, purifieth 
himself, even as uk is pure.’ 1 Jno. 3: 2, 3. 

But in what way are men to become like to 
Christ? Not by wordy professions ;—not by 
legal works ;—not by attempting to imitate his 
external actions. ‘* Many,” said he, ‘* will say 
to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name, and in thy name have 
cast out devils, and in thy name done many 
wouderful works ? We have eaten and drunk 
in thy presence, aud thou hast taught in our 
streets. But he shall say, FE tell you, I know 
you not, whence ye are: depart from me, all 
workers of iniquity.” 

‘he question returns, then, ‘ How are we to 
be like Christ ?? To this the following answers 
may be given :— 

1. By having the spirit and mind of Christ. 
“1! any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he 
is none of his.”?, Rom. 8:9. ‘ Now the God 
of patience and consolation grant you to be 
like minded one toward another after the ex- 
am)!c of Christ Jesus.” [I have followed the 
mrginal reading in this passage.] Rom. 15:5. 
“ Lot this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus.” Phil. 2: 5. ** Forasmuch then, 
as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm 
yourselves likewise with the same mind.” 
1, Pet. 4:1. 

2. If we have the spirit of Christ, we shall 
be like him by doing the will of God. The 
lanyuage of his spirit is, “ I delight to do thy 
wil}, O God.” “*My meat is to do the will of 
hi: thatsent me.” Hence he declares this 
spirit to be the only passport to the kingdom 
of heaven, and the only ground of family rela- 
tionship that he would acknowledge. ‘ Not 
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but 
he that doeth the will of my Father who is in 
heaven.” Matt. 7:21. ‘And he stretched 
fort his hand toward his disciples, and said, 
Behold my mother and my brethren! For 


wh sever shall do the will of my Father who 
is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sis- 
ter, sud mother.”? Matt 12: 49, 50. “ Now 
the ‘tod of peace, that brought again from the 


dex! sur Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you perfect in every good work 
tod jas will, working in you that which is 
We'll pleasing in his sight.” Heb. 13: 20, 21. 

©. We are to be like Christ, by Being con- 
formed to his death and resurrection—by put- 
tiny; off the old man, and putting on the new. 
**So many of us as are baptized into Jesus 
Christ, ave baptized into his death. Therefore 
we are buried with him by baptism into death ; 
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life. For if we have 


death, we shall be also in the likeness of his 
resurrection....If we be dead with Christ, we 
believe that we shall also live with him....In 
that he died, he died unto sin once; but in that 
he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon 
ye alsu yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” Rom. 6: 3—11. Compare Col. 2: 
12,13. ‘God hath both raised up the Lord, 
and will also raise up us by his own power.’ 
1 Cor. 6: 14. ‘ We look for the Lord Jesus 
Christ; who shall change our vile body, that 
it may be fashioned like wanto his glorious body.’ 
Phil. 3: 21. 

It being admitted that the foregoing state- 
ments are true, i. e., that we are to be like 
Christ by possessing his spirit, by doing the will 
of his Father, and by being conformed to his 
death and resurrection, the question may still 
arise, How shall we get that spirit, and attain 
that conformity? To this it may be answered, 
comprehensively, 

4. By believing and receiving the word of 
God in our hearts, and thereby ‘being born 
of incorruptible seed, by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth forever ;’ thus decom- 
ing the children of God, and therefore Like 
Christ, ‘ partakers of the divinenature.’ The 
language of the New Testament on this point 
is clear and plentiful. It may suffice for the 
present to note the following passages:—~‘ As 
many as received him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: who were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God.’ John 1: 12, 13. 
‘Ye are all children of God, by faith in Christ 
Jesus.? Gal. 3: 26 
* As many as are led by the spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God....Ye have received the 
spirit of adoption whereby we ery, Abba, Fath- 
er. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God: and if 
children, then heirs: heirs of God, and joint- 
heirs with Christ.” Rom. 8: 14—17. Thatye 
may be blameless and harmless, the sons of 
God, without rebuke.’ Phil. 2:15. ‘ Behold, 
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called ¢he sons of 
God : therefore the world knoweth us not, be- 
cause it knew him not. Beloved, now arE WE 


1 John 3: 1, 2. 
J. L. S. 


See also ch. 4: 4—6 


THE sons or Gop.’ 





Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No. 186. 


{[Rerortep FoR THK Cinevunan Apri, 4, 1853.) 
‘LOOK NOT BEHIND THES.’ 

We observe that it is very natural for 
persons to look back and compare the pres- 
“ut with the past, and think that they were 
happier in days gone by, than they are now ; 
particularly is the sentiment every where in- 
duled that youthful days are the best, and 
the experience of later life comparatively 
dul! and unpleasurable. Even believers are 
not free from the influence of this imagina- 
tion. Its falsehood in reference to them, 
should not need proof; and in general there 
is a vast amount of humbug about it. Mem- 
ory exaggerates the pleasures of childhood. 
Childhood is a time of lively hope, pleasant 
expectations, bright pictures of the future, 


but not so much of real enjoyment. Who 
remembers of actually grasping the cup of 


pleasure and drinking a good, satisfactory 
draught ? The thing we wanted was always 
a little ways off. There is self-delusion and 
want of candor in this looking back and en- 
vying the past—the pleasant scenes are 
minutely detailed in memory, but the sor- 
row connected with them is forgotten. 

As a temptation which assails believers, it 
is right in the teeth of every thing reasona- 


ble and true. 


the kingdom of heaven,’ if we use it to jus- 
tiiy the imagination that we were happier 





been planted together in the likeness of his 





We misapply the saying of | 
Christ, ‘ Except ye be converted and be- 
come as little children, ye cannot enter into | 


| 


when we were children than we arenow. If; 





we were like ordinary children, in our first | and go tosleep. The business of life wag 


estate, we were ‘ without hope, and without 
God in the world.’ All the natural beauty 
and sportiveness of children is after all un- 
der the canopy of death and condemnation. 
They are not under law to the extent that 
older persons are—they have not wandered 
far enough to come in contact with the fen- 
ces around them, and do not know there are 
any—in that sense they are free: they do 
not know that they are selfish, and their con- 
sciences are comparatively quiet. But yet 
it is certain that the young heart is selfish 
and sinful and alienated from God, and how 
is it possible for it to be very happy? The 
peculiarity of the child-like state which 
Christ wishes to have us recover, is undoubt- 
edly its dependence: little children are 
cared for by somebody else—they have a 
father and mother. ‘To feel ourselves free 
from care, in the guardianship of others, is 
a delicious state, and little children in gen- 
eral enjoy that felicity. That is what we 
are to recover by our connection with God. 
We must become like little children in 
that we recognize our eternal fparents and 
return under their care. In so doing we 
shall escape from legality—little children 
owe all to the oversight of their parents 
and not to rules and regulations. 

Satan is evidently busy in suggesting 
these comparisons which give a preference 
to the past, with a design to rob God and 
get credit to himself. If he can make it 
out that our youthful days which were passed 
under his administration and in forgetful- 
ness of God, were happier than our soberer 
years that have been spent in remembrance 
of God and in seeking after him, he can 
establish quite a claim to our regard. It 
is worth his taking considerable pains to ar- 
range and organize appearances to justify 
such comparisons, if by so doing he can 
get people to give the preference to his 
service. 

It is very common for people in the midst 
of any trial to imagine that their present 
distress is greater than any they have ever 
had before. Perhaps it isin the nature of 
things that they should feel so, because 
present sensations of vhatever kind, exceed 
the memory of any past sensations. But it 
is often a sheer delusion; and a candid com- 
parison of their past and present experience 
would prove that their trials grew lighter. 
The believer, in going through the judgment 
is often tempted with this imagination, when 
a little reflection would convince him that 
there are more circunistances of relief in 
his present case than formerly—he has 
more strength to bear his trials—if they 
are sharper, the intervals between them are 
longer ; and he is steadily gaining in freedom 





and peace of heart. 

That was a sinful spirit which tempted the 
children of Israel to look back to the leeks 
and onions of Egypt. ‘They said impatiently, 
‘ Would God we had died in Egypt.’ They 
forgot the groaning bondage they were 
under there, and remembered only the 
present discomfort, which was nothing in com- 
parison witl what they had escaped from. 
The true spirit would have looked forward 
and seen the good things to come in the 
promised land; and around them, and seen 
the good things they then had—there was 
enough in their daily experience to be thank- 
ful for, if they could have got rid of their | 
forebodings and invidious comparisons.— 
Whilst they were in Egypt they had an op- 
portunity to be a little more brutal and lazy ; 
that is, they had their day’s work to do, and 
when it was finished, they could sit down 


very simple, and did not require any 
thought or faith or rational attention. 
When they were put in circumstances that re. 
quired them to think, which were intended 
|to educate them, and lift them up a little 
‘above the brutal quietude of their servile 
state, they began to grumble. A fair, can- 
did comparison of their experience aleng 
through the wilderness, with what they had 
in Egypt, would have made them well con. 
tented ; and then they had the hope before 
them of better things to come. They only 
needed to be easy and yield a little to the 
motion of the waters, and they would not 
have been sea-sick. 


Well did Paul say that these things were 
written for belivers’ admonition; for how 
could we better describe this common temp- 
tation to look back and exaggerate the hap. 
piness of the past, forgetful of its griefs, than 
by the example of the Israelites? If we see 
its absurdity in their case, let ws not be 
cheated by the devil into any such delusion 
—let us give the lie to every insinuation that 
our best days are past—let us think of the 
joy that is set before us, and let that lighten 
the present affliction, instead of thinking of 
joys gone by in a way to make it heavier, 
Consider what an infatuation it was in the 
case of the Israelites; such is the character 
of all this looking back. 
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[We propose to give space under this head, to per- 
sonal matters—answering of questions, criticism of 
writers, general and particular advice, and the 
odds and ends of correspondence generally. We 
shall be more likely to attend to these small mat- 
ters, by doing them up in one batch, than if we at- 
tempted to send formal and separate answers by 
majl. Persons will be addressed under their ini- 
tials, and the general reader may either skip the 
paragraph or derive what entertainment from it he 
can. ] 

J. B.—The first part of your communication is very elear, 
and well expressed and edifying ; but the latter part is rather 
labored and obseure. Your interpretation of the parsage in 
Colossians— Let no man beguile you of your reward in a yol- 
uniary humility’ &e.—we are disposed to think is not excetly 
correct. Your general povition, as to the relation of supcriors 
and inferiors in the church—the necessity of condescension on 
one part and the liability to take advantage of it on the other, 
is good. But we think if you examine again you will see that 
the ‘voluntary humility’ which the aposiie speaks of in this 
passage has reference to something very different from true fra- 
ternal condescension. He is there warning the church against 
false teachers, Jegalists who would bring them into bondage to 
ordinances, &c. And it was by setting an example of false, hyp- 
oeritical, voluntary humility, worshipping of angels, &c. that 
they would endeavor to beguile and seduce the church. Your 
idea of the passage if we understand you is, that Paul was here 
commending voluntary humility, and exhorting believers not to 
be deprived of their reward init. This, at first view, would 
seem to be an allowable interpretation of the words ; but taking 
the whole connection together, we give it an exactly contrary 
meaning : as though he had said, * Let no man beguile you of 
your reward by getting you into a voluntary humility and wor- 
shiping of angels. &e. Or the force of the passage may be il- 
lustrated by an equivalent expression on another subject, thus: 
* Let no man cheat you, in assuming to be specially honest.’ 
Voluntary humility, in the sense that he uses it here, is a very 
odious thing—the oyposite of true humility—it is such as the 
Catholies and ascetics. and spiritual impostors generally are 
full of. True humility, as you very well know, is that involun- 
tary, spontaneous grace which comes by a true perception of 
God ; and the apostle here distinguirhes a false, make-believe 
humility as voluntary, that is, put on humility. Is not this the 
meaning of the passage ?——We were pleased to get a commu- 
nication from you, and most cordially hope you will follow up 
the invitations of the Spirit in this direction, and exercise your 
talent of edification through the paper. Be patient, dcar Bro- 
ther, but resolute and everlasting in purpose and faith. know- 
ing the power of God to deliver us from all bondage, and raise 
us up to be perfect mediums of his word. 


H. N. L.—The person who was in fault about the mis-diree- 
tion of your paper took a rousing criticism from the whole office, 
and we all had a benefit. We shall do better in future. 

2. S.—Your present came to hand in good order—as unex- 
pected as it was pleasant. 

S. B.—We should be glad to furnish you with the First Re- 
port, but there is not a spare copy on hand. Perhaps you can 


recover the one youlent, The $2. will go towards the Daily. 


J. L. B.—It is good that the Spirit of jadgment is searching 
you. Itis your best friend, and will give you peace. As to 
advice, better than any that we could give is contained in the 
last part of the first chapter of 1 Peter, 


E. J—The men that teach annihilation are the same that 
taught that Christ was to come in 1843, You know that they 
corrupted the word of Godin regard to the Sceond Advent.— 
You ought to expeet that they would corrupt the word of God 
in regard to what is to come after the Second Advent. They 
have been proved false prophets. If you listen to their inter- 
pretations, why don’t you also take bills on broken banks? 
We may say something more directly in answer to your ques- 
tions hereafter. 


W. D. H.—Your letter containing $3, is received. You sent 
us $5, in July 1850. Mr. S. isat Oneida. We will send him 





by their flesh pots, eat their leeks and onions, 


your letter. 
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